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Zettere to tbe Ebftor, --- 
Whilst , cordially inviting C O ~  

munications upon all subjects 
for these columns, we wish it 
t o  be distinctly understood 
that we do not IN ANY W A Y  
hold ourselves responsible fOT 
the opinions exgresred by our 
correspondents. 

-. I i 
THE STATUS OF MENTAL NURSES. 

1% ihe Editor of the (‘ British Journal of Nursing.” 
DEAR EDITOR,-I think many mental nurses will 

11s very indignant a t  th0 remarks in a recent 
issue by the  wife of m vicar of 21 years’ experience. 
Though a life governor of one of our largest 110s- 
pitals, she is evidently very ignoiant of the ivo& 
ing of lasylunis. It ie well there are more oharitable 
and biw&lei,-minded people in the  world than some 
vicaisi and their’wives. If a girl has been ci bar- 
maid or unsuccessful servant it does not surely 
folltow that  her character is doubtful. I should nota 
(and I have had nmiy year&’ esperience in has- 
pitals and  asylums as  a Matron) like t o  say that  
amongst the many thousands of nurses in geneial 
hospitals there are none of doubtful character, or 
who have been barmaids uiisuccessful servants 
previously. 

A vicar’s wife ooncludes that anyone is considered 
good enough to nurse ia lunatic. 1 don’t. thinli 
many mill agree with her. A barmaid or an 1111- 
successful scdllei-ymaid may be as easily trained t o  
beoome a goo’d iiuiw a& the daughter of m clergy- 
mall or a n~bleman. Certainly amongst the  many 
hundreds ,Of applioants 1 h8ave dealt with 1 d6 not 
renieinber CL barmaid ainongst them. It is a strange 
coincidence so many should have applied to this 
vioar for hi& testimony. . 

I n  an  a6yIuii1, as in any other institution, a girl 
wishing t o  enter its service must produce testi- 
monida; no one is wep ted  without. If her con- 
duct proves good, and if she faithfully obeys the  
rules of the institution, she is kept and trained. 
As SOQ~I as she enters it@ sei-vioe she is called upon 
t o  help to  promote the we1far.e of the patients in  re- 
spect t o  bodily, mental, and moral needs, and while 
so doing is cei-tainly entitled be oalled a nurse. 
I admit there may be many who thinlr liqhtly of 
nursing t h e  insane, but are there lid such in every 
profession ? 

An asylum is a plwe designed solely for the  are  
laiicl treatment of t he  patients whom it receivers, 
and no ill treatment is allowed, 

Nursing in geneid hospitals has progresed 
during Zhe last fern years, and i t  is piwgressing 
in mental Iiospitals. Wh& the writer states iio’~v 
might have been 5aid with trnth 1.5 or 20 years ago. 
I think if she mere to become acquainted with 501119 
of the  u p h i l a t e  asylc1m&, their patieiits, and their 
11urt;es her amei-tions i v d d  not be s o  sweeping, 1101‘ 
~ d d  she revert to  the term keeper. O q  thing, 
I admit, W O U I ~  improve matters in many institii- 
tions if tho Natronc; entirely dcalt with t h e  sclcc- 
tion of their staff, lmt in many cases mucl1 difficnltv 

is caused by the  applications beiiig niade, in t h e  
fir& place to tlie Xedical Superiiiteiidcnt, and 
afterwards often dealt with by the Clerk. 

H50piiig I ani not twslmssing on too n i ~ h  space. 
Pours truly, 

A i \hTRON.  

THE CELTIC TEMPERAMENT. 
To the Editor of the (( British dournal o f  Nurshig.” 

DEAR BIom,-!l!lie ooustaiit depreciation of Iiidi 
iiuiisiiig standards by giving the best rnatronbips in 
Dublin to ladies titaiiied i n  England, ~ o l i i e  of ~vhoni 
only Iiold a two yeais’ certificate, when onr best 
Irish system iiicludes three years’ p i a c t i d  work 
iii the wards, has received veiitilation in the  prw,  
and w0 have been left unconvinced of tho wisdom 
or justice of oui- exclusion in spite of interested 
argument&. 

I hear’tliat ia paper recently read by one of the  
English inatvons in Dublin hw given offence to our 
couiitryvomeii, and is considered in the waist of 
taste, but the truth is tha t  temperamentally very 
few English pop le  are in sympathy with us Celtcs, 
aiiil being notoriously lacking in tact they no doubt 
tread on our toes, quite uniiiteiitionally, filorn t h e  
very superior elevation from m-hich they look down 
on 11,s. Anymy, if we must be doniinated by 
Britishers at least our best-paid yc& might be 
given to women with kiiowledge of tlie ~orld.  When 
this has been the  case we 1 i z ~ 0  managed to agree, 
land as a proof we wmnly appi-eciate the great WXIC 
accomplished by Miss Husley in Ireland. 

Pours sincerely, 
InIsH TO THE BACEBONE. 

NOTICE. 
Will ‘‘ A Eealth Wssioner,” whose article on  

“The Choice of Bit  Persons ” appeared in The  
il l idwife Supplement of our issue of February 18t11, 
kindly send her pvescnt address t o  the Editor. 

OUR PRIZE COMPETITIONS FOR JUNE. 
Juno 3rd.-What care slioulcl bed-pans and Iilrc 

utensils, also spittoons, receive in older t o  pre- 
wilt odour, and insure perfect elennliness ? 

J u n r  ZOt7~.--l\lention sonio forms of rapiratioll 
that indicate serious conclitions, and describe 
them. 

.T if n e 17fh .-Dewxibe a curriciilnm which W O U ~ C ~  
qualify a Sister to Iiccomc nn efficient teachcr of 
practical niirning in tho wards. 

J u w  S t f h  .-What are the usual cnases of hypo- 
clermic abscesses? 

IMotf ceg,  
THE SOCIETY FOR THE STATE REGISTRATION 

OF TRAINED NURSES. 
Those desiilons of helping ~ i i  the important move 

melit, of thia Society to obtain an Act pmvidin@; 
for t he  Legal ltegistration of Tmined NUISM a n  
obtain all information concerning tho Sooiety Jlnd 
its work from the Hon. Secretary, 431, Oxfora 
Street, London, W. 
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